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EDITORIAL 
I have yet to come across a lepidopterist who does not collect, or has never 
collected, butterflies or moths. I am also not aware of any person with more than a 
very casual interest in Lepidoptera who has never collected. In essence the bulk of 
knowledge that humankind has accumulated on these insects emanates directly or 
indirectly from the collecting of specimens in the wild, and probably most of the 
wealth of information that remains undiscovered will become known to a greater or 
lesser extent through the collecting of Lepidoptera ... that is, if we manage to 
change a growing and alarming world-wide misconception of the population 
dynamics of these insects, and indeed most invertebrates. It is understandably easy 
for the conservation-minded member of the public to view the activities of collectors 
as a direct and probably serious threat to the continued existence especially of 
butterflies - it is after all well known that their numbers are dwindling in many parts 
of the world. Pressure on politicians especially in Europe and the United States has 
led to widespread blanket bans on the collecting of certain groups, with doubtful 
benefits to the conservation of the then so-called protected taxa, while habitat 
destruction continues unabated. When faced with criticism it is much easier to 
outlaw collecting and then argue that everything legally possible has been done, 
than to interfere with issues of industrial development, housing or farming. In Africa 
we have not seen much of this sort of thing. South Africa has various and 
sometimes disputed provincial legislation regulating the collection ('hunting') of 
certain species. If you collected a species of Charaxes in the former Transvaal (after 
1983), or collected any butterfly in the Western Cape (after 1974[Ordinance No. 19]) 
you have, in fact, contravened the law. Many of the existing legislation to protect 
invertebrates is derived from an extension of acts aiming to conserve vertebrates 
and suffers from a general misunderstanding especially of the population dynamics 
of insects. 
 In recent years there seemed to be enlightenment on the part of conservation 
bodies in South Africa and a new era of meaningful co-operation between 
lepidopterists and those charged with conservation seemed imminent. A realisation 
appeared to have taken place that the aims of nature conservation and the informed 
private collector are not only not diametrically opposed, but that private 
lepidopterists are in fact the driving force behind the conservation of threatened 
butterflies in South Africa, by providing and updating information on the 
conservation status of rare or localized species, and making the necessary noises 
when a species is threatened. It is therefore with a mixture of alarm and 
disappointment that we notice recent trends to refuse collecting permits to former 
permit holders, who, as far as we are aware, did not violate the stipulations under 
which said permits were granted, seemingly only because they are private 
individuals not affiliated with a research institution or engaged in a research project. 

I understand that proposals are being tabled in at least one province to place a 
blanket ban on the collecting of Red Data species, presumably in the hope that this 
will, even if it may not guarantee the continued survival of these species, at least not 
do any harm. The European experience demonstrates that this would be an 
unfounded and dangerous route to follow. It should be borne in mind that the  
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Red Data Book on South African butterflies was written and compiled by private 
lepidopterists, using data collected to a significant extent by private lepidopterists. 
Without their continued interest, the authorities would mostly be blissfully unaware 
of any threatened Lepidoptera in this country. The Roodepoort Copper (Aloeides 
dentatis) and the Brenton Blue (Orachrysops niobe) would have quietly disappeared 
without anyone noticing, we would still be thinking that Millar's Tiger (Callioratis 
millari) is a plentiful insect, certainly nobody would have been aware that the habitat 
of Chrysoritis lyncurium is being destroyed by alien wattles, and the list goes on. 
Africa's insect fauna is simply far too large to be dealt with by the few 
institutionalised professionals that the country can afford. By banning private 
lepidopterists from reserves and other areas under their jurisdiction, the authorities 
must realize that they are cutting themselves off from a valuable source of 
information which is at their disposal virtually free of charge. At present conservation 
authorities are suffering from severe budget constraints: certain local conservation 
officers are grounded because they do not have the fuel to visit reserves.  

I think the time has come that we as private lepidopterists must blow our own 
trumpet, for a while at least, in order to ensure our future. It would be a pity if the 
chance for cooperation between ourselves and the conservation agencies were lost 
simply because of a misconception of the impact collectors have on populations and 
misjudgement of the contribution private lepidopterists can make. I do not hesitate to 
state that the vast majority of the books and scientific papers on southern African 
butterflies, which have appeared over the last twenty years, were written by private 
lepidopterists based on research done by private lepidopterists at their own cost. 
The journal that you are holding in your hands is produced by such people, 
professionals and amateurs in their private capacity, who do not charge for their 
time. Much of the material that is housed in our museums, which is available to all, 
was collected and prepared by private lepidopterists at their own cost. In fact we 
know far more about southern African Lepidoptera than any other insect order. 
Why? Because of private lepidopterists who have such a passion for these beautiful 
insects that they often spend a lifetime getting to know more about them, usually at 
great cost to their finances and their families. Arthur and Neville Duke were such 
people. They dedicated their lives to the butterflies and, later, the moths of southern 
Africa, especially their early stages. Thanks to them we now know a lot more about 
the biology of southern African moths. Sadly they both passed away over the past 
few months. Elsewhere in this issue you will get a glimpse of their work. I would like 
to dedicate this issue to their memory. 
 
 
Hermann Staude. 
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COMMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 
Much is being said and done in conservation circles to bring invertebrates, including 
Lepidoptera, under the control of government conservation bodies. As conservation 
departments for all the provinces slowly put their programmes together we are 
seeing an appreciation of invertebrate conservation. This is due, in no small 
measure, to the efforts of the Lepidopterists' Society of Africa. With this government 
awakening may come some difficulties of interpretation and understanding. As new 
avenues are opening, such as Butterfly Houses and research in nature reserves, it 
will become apparent that the government departments are not fully conversant in 
invertebrate conservation. We must advise and participate where possible to ensure 
that the correct decisions are made. A general awareness of invertebrate 
conservation, particularly butterfly conservation, is a world-wide phenomenon which 
we cannot avoid. It is up to us to ensure that government and public attitudes are on 
our side and that we operate as partners in this venture and not as combatants.  

The exposure that invertebrates are getting at the Yebbo Gogga exhibition, 
which took place earlier this year, is an example. We were there to participate with 
the Witwatersrand University, the Spider Club and others, to educate the public to 
the importance of invertebrates in the web of life. Many hundreds of school children 
attended this year, as they have done in the last few years, and these children are 
our future. 

So let us prepare for a new age where collecting goes hand in hand with 
conservation. It will have its frustrations and difficulties but we must persevere and 
ultimately we will succeed in marrying these activities. We, the Lepidopterists, know 
the localities, the host-plants, the environmental requirements and the life histories. 
We are the experts in all these fields and we are the people who must help to 
conserve our Lepidoptera for future generations. 
 Graham Henning 
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AN ANNOTATED LIST OF LARVAL HOST-PLANTS UTILISED BY SOUTHERN 
AFRICAN GEOMETRIDAE (LEPIDOPTERA) 

 
By Neville J. Duke*† & Arthur. J. Duke † 

* formerlly of P. O. Box A32, Swazi Plaza, Mbabane, Swaziland 
 

Abstract: An annotated list containing 351 records of host plants used by the 
larvae of southern African Geometridae is presented. Unless otherwise 
stated in the text, host-plants were recorded from larvae feeding on 
them in the wild. 

 
Editor’s Note 
The following list was submitted, for publication in Metamorphosis by Neville Duke 
on 30 January 1998, only a few weeks before his tragic untimely death. He intended 
to send an introduction to the list shortly, which however never materialised. On 
submitting it he said that this list, covering the Geometridae only, was the first of a 
number of similar lists he intended to have published, eventually covering all of the 
Lepidoptera that he and his father had worked on. Neville stated that the list 
contains all the host-plants, on which they found geometrid larvae feeding in the 
field (unless otherwise stated), which he and his dad (Arthur) had gathered over the 
past twenty years or so. Neville’s superb collection contains most of the adult moths 
that emerged from the larvae collected, the empty pupal cases, hand-written notes 
on the larvae, as well as photographs of a number of the larvae and host-plants. 
This entire collection was bequeathed to the Transvaal Museum (Pretoria, South 
Africa). Martin Krüger, head of the Department Lepidoptera, kindly personally 
oversaw the moving of Neville’s collection to the museum where it is now safely 
housed. 

Because of the value of these previously unpublished and unknown host-plant 
records, it was decided to publish the list unaltered and without the introduction that 
Neville had planned. The publication of the further lists he had planned requires 
some extent of collating and editing and will be contemplated at a later stage. 

Authors of original Geometrid names can be found in Vári & Kroon, 1968. Plant 
names cannot be traced from a single source. 

             Ed. 
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List of geometrid species and their host-plants  
 
 

Geometrid 
species 

Host-plant Host-plant 
family/ subfamily 

area in 
which 
larva was 
collected 

comments 

 
Larentiinae: 
 
Chloroclystia 
jansei  

  
 
 
Celtis africana  

  
 
 
ULMACEAE  

  
 
 
Swaziland  

  
 
 
flowers 
only  

Chloroclystia 
mucosa  

Scutia myrtina  RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape  flowers 
only  

Chloroclystia 
mucosa  

Clerodendron 
glabrum  

VERBENACEAE  E. Cape  flowers 
only  

Chloroclystia 
mucosa  

Zizyphus mucronata  RHAMNACEAE  Swaziland  flowers 
only  

Collix 
foraminata  

Rapanea 
melanophloeos  

MYRSINACEAE  E. Cape   

Collix 
foraminata  

Maesa lanceolata  MYRSINACEAE  Swaziland   

Conchylia 
ditissimaria  

Indigofera sp.  FABACEAE  E. Cape   

Disclisioprocta 
natalata  

Bougainvillea sp.  NYCTAGINACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Disclisioprocta 
natalata  

Bougainvillea sp.  NYCTAGINACEAE  E. Cape   

Eois grataria  Englerophytum 
magaliesmontanum  

SAPOTACEAE  E. Cape  not 
positive as 
larva 
pupated 
without 
eating.  

Episteira 
confusidentata  

Pappea capensis  SAPINDACEAE  E. Cape   

Episteira 
confusidentata  

Ochna arborea  OCHNACEAE  E. Cape   

Eupithecia 
gradatilinea  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Eupithecia 
infectaria  

Buddleja salvifolia  BUDDLEJACEAE  E. Cape   

Eupithecia 
infelix  

Delairea odorata  ASTERACEAE  E. Cape   

Eupithecia 
infelix  

Grewia occidentalis  TILIACEAE  E. Cape   

Eupithecia 
infelix  

Bauhinia variegata  CAESALPINIACEAE  Swaziland   
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Eupithecia 
rigida 
sporadica  

Pterolobium 
stellatum  

MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Eupithecia 
semipallida  

Coreopsis 
grandiflora  

ASTERACEAE  Zimbabwe  flowers 
only  

Eupithecia sp. 
nr infectaria  

Buddleja salvifolia  BUDDLEJACEAE  E. Cape   

Eupithecia 
subcanipars  

Senecio sp.  ASTERACEAE  E. Cape  flowers 
only  

Eupithecia 
subcanipars  

Scutia myrtina  RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape  flowers 
only  

Gonanticlea 
meridionata  

Clematis brachiata  RANUNCULACEAE  E. Cape   

Haplolabida 
inaequata  

Erica sp.  ERICACEAE  E. Cape   

Haplolabida nr 
coaequata  

Erica 
drakensbergensis  

ERICACEAE  Swaziland   

Horisme 
minuata  

Clematis brachiata  RANUNCULACEAE  E. Cape   

Horisme 
pallidimacula 

Maesa lanceolata MYRSINACEAE Swaziland  

Melanthia 
ustiplaga  

Clematis brachiata  RANUNCULACEAE  E. Cape   

Perizoma 
epipercna  

Cliffortia linearifolia  ROSACEAE  Swaziland   

Perizoma 
epipercna  

Cliffortia sp.  ROSACEAE  W. Cape   

Piercia 
bryophilaria  

Saintpaulia  sp. GESNERIACEAE  Swaziland  flowers 
only  

Polystroma 
subspissata  

Crotalaria capensis  FABACEAE  E. Cape   

Protosteira 
spectabilis  

Podocarpus 
latifolius  

PODOCARPACEAE  E. Cape   

Scotopteryx 
horismodes  

Leucosidea sericea  ROSACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record  
Platt-1921  

Xanthorhoë 
exorista  

Lictospermum 
leptophyllum  

 E. Cape   

Xanthorhoë 
exorista  

Coreopsis 
grandiflora  

ASTERACEAE  Swaziland   

Xanthorhoë 
poseata  

Lictospermum 
leptophyllum  

 E. Cape   
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Oenochrominae: 
 

    

Barrama 
impunctata  

Vitex wilmsii  VERBENACEAE  Swaziland   

Cartaletis 
lybissa  

Oxyanthus 
speciosus  

RUBIACEAE  E. Cape   

Diptychis 
geometrina  

Stangeria eriopus 
(first 3 instars)  

STANGERIACEAE  E. Cape  after 3rd 
instar will 
move onto 
Apodytes 
and other 
trees in 
the 
vicinity.  

Panagropsis 
equitaria  

Mimusops obovata  SAPOTACEAE  E. Cape   

Petovia 
marginata  

Vangueria 
esculenta  

RUBIACEAE  KwaZulu 
Natal  

 

Petovia 
marginata  

Vangueria randii  RUBIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Petovia 
marginata  

Vangueria 
esculenta  

RUBIACEAE  Swaziland   

 
Geometrinae: 
 

    

Adicocrita 
koranata  

Apodytes dimidiata  ICACINACEAE  Swaziland   

Antharmostes 
papilio  

Combretum 
collinum  

COMBRETACEAE  Swaziland   

Celidomphax 
rubrimaculata  

Combretum 
apiculatum  

COMBRETACEAE  Swaziland   

Chlorocoma 
clopia  

Acacia nilotica  MIMOSACEAE  N. KwaZulu 
Natal  

 

Chlorocoma 
didita  

Erica 
drakensbergensis  

ERICACEAE   Swaziland   

Chlorocoma 
eucela  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   

Comibaena 
leucospilata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   

Comibaena 
leucospilata  

Acacia caffra  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   flowers  

Cosmostolepsis 
germana  

Senecio sp.  
(creeper)  

ASTERACEAE  E. Cape   

Cosmostolepsis 
stillata  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   
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Heterorachis 
devocata  

Canthium inerme  RUBIACEAE  E. Cape   

Heterorachis 
devocata  

Canthium ciliatum  RUBIACEAE  Swaziland   

Lasiochlora 
bicolor  

Scutia myrtina  RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record by 
Platt 
1921  

Lasiochlora 
diducta  

Dahlbergia 
obovata  

FABACEAE  E. Cape   

Lophorrhachia 
rubricorpus  

Schinus molle.  ANACARDIACEAE  Swaziland  artificial 
dier  

Lophostola 
atridisca  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape; 
Swaziland 

 

Metallochlora 
grisea  

Adenopodia 
spicata  

MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   

Microloxia 
herbaria  

Vernonia nr 
centaureoides  

ASTERACEAE  N. Province  flowers 
only  

Neromia 
rubripunctilla 

Acacia caffra MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape  

Neurotoca 
notata  

Senna singueana    CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Omphacodes 
punctilineata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Omphacodes 
punctilineata  

Acacia sieberiana  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Omphax 
bilobata  

Canthium 
mundianum  

RUBIACEAE  Swaziland   

Omphax 
plantaria  

Vangueria infausta  RUBIACEAE  Swaziland  original 
record 
Platt 
1921  

Paraprasina 
discolor  

Cussonia 
sphaerocephala  

ARALIACEAE  Swaziland   

Paraprasina 
discolor  

Cussonia spicata  ARALIACEAE  Swaziland   

Paraprasina 
discolor  

Cussonia spicata  ARALIACEAE  E. Cape   

Paraprasina nr 
discolor  

Cussonia arborea  ARALIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Pingasa 
distensaria  

Cussonia arborea  ARALIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Pingasa 
distensaria  

Erica sp.  ERICACEAE  E. Cape   

Pingasa 
distensaria  

Ilex mitis  AQUIFOLIACEAE  E. Cape   
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Pingasa 
distensaria  

Maesa  lanceolata  MYRSINACEAE  Swaziland  original 
record 
Platt   
1921  

Pingasa 
lahayei 
austrinum 

 Sclerocarya birrea  ANACARDIACEAE  Swaziland   

Pingasa 
ruginaria  

 Psidium guajava  MYRTACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Pingasa 
ruginaria  

 Zizyphus 
mucronata  

RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape   

Prasinocyma 
immaculata  

 Zizyphus 
mucronata  

RHAMNACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Prasinocyma 
immaculata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Prasinocyma 
niveisticta  

Mimusops obovata  SAPOTACEAE  E. Cape   

Prasinocyma 
panchlora  

Schinus molle  ANACARDIACEAE  Swaziland  artificial 
diet  

Prasinocyma 
pictifimbria  

Monotes glaber  DIPTEROCARPACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Prasinocyma 
pictifimbria  

Ozoroa 
sphaerocarpa  

ANACARDIACEAE  N. KwaZulu 
Natal  

 

Prasinocyma 
unipuncta  

Acacia sieberiana  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Prasinocyma 
vermicularia  

Schinus molle  ANACARDIACEAE  Swaziland   

Rhodesia 
alboviridata  

Bauhinia variegata  CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Thalassodes 
opaca  

Maesa lanceolata  MYRSINACEAE  KwaZulu 
Natal  

 

Thalassodes 
quadraria  

Ricinus communis  EUPHORBIACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record 
Platt 
1921  

Thalassodes 
quadraria  

Schinus molle  ANACARDIACEAE  Swaziland  original 
record 
Platt 
1921  

Victoria 
fuscithorax  

Plicosepalus 
curviflorus  

LORANTHACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Victoria 
fuscithorax  

Tieghemia 
quinquenervia  

LORANTHACEAE  E. Cape   

Victoria 
triplaga  

Plicosepalus 
curviflorus  

LORANTHACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Xenochroma 
candidata  

Schotia capitata  CAESALPINIACEAE  Swaziland   
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Xenochroma 
candidata  

Schotia 
brachypetala  

CAESALPINIACEAE  E. Cape   

Xenochroma 
planimargo  

Brachystegia 
spiciformis  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Xenochroma 
roseimargo  

Brachystegia 
spiciformis  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

 
 
 
Sterrhinae: 
 

    

Chlorerythra 
rubriplaga  

 Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE   E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1951 

Discomiosis 
arciocentra  

Clutia pulchella  EUPHORBIACEAE   E. Cape   

Discomiosis 
crescentifera  

Grewia monticola  TILIACEAE   Zimbabwe   

Epicosymbia 
nitidata  

Canthium 
obovatum  

RUBIACEAE   E. Cape   

Palaeaspilates 
inoffensa  

Plumbago 
auriculata  

PLUMBAGINACEAE   E. Cape   

Pisoraca 
lyciscaria  

Scutia myrtina  RHAMNACEAE   E. Cape   

Problesis 
aegretta  

Ligustrum lucidum  OLEACEAE   Swaziland   

Problesis 
latonaria  

Olea europaea  OLEACEAE   E. Cape   

Scopula 
accentuata  

Senecio 
sp.(creeper)  

ASTERACEAE   E. Cape   

Scopula 
hectata  

Solanum sp. 
(creeper)  

SOLANACEAE   E. Cape   

Scopula 
inscriptata  

Stoebe vulgaris  ASTERACEAE   Swaziland   

Scopula 
internata  

Begonia 
sp.(cultivated)  

BEGONIACEAE   Swaziland   

Scopula 
nigrinotata  

Chlorophytum 
comosum  

LILIACEAE   Zimbabwe   

Scopula 
opperta  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE   E. Cape   

Scopula 
spoliata  

Senecio 
quinquolobus  

ASTERACEAE   E. Cape   

Somatina 
centrophora  

Olea europaea  OLEACEAE   E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1957  
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Traminda 
neptunaria  

 
 
Acacia karroo  

 
 
MIMOSACEAE  

 
 
E. Cape  

Traminda 
obversata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE   KwaZulu Ntl   

Traminda 
obversata  

Newtonia 
buchanani  

MIMOSACEAE   Zimbabwe   

Traminda 
ocellata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE   E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1949  

Ennominae: 
 

    

     
Acrasia sp. nr. 
Crinita  

Erica sp.  ERICACEAE   E. Cape   

Anacleora 
pulverosa  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Anacleora 
pulverosa  

Putterlickia 
pyracantha  

CELASTRACEAE   N. Province   

Aphilopota 
deceptor  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE   N. Province   

Aphilopota 
deceptor  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Aphilopota 
interpellans  

Rhynchosia totta  FABACEAE   E. Cape   

Aphilopota 
interpellens  

Rhynchosia totta  FABACEAE   Free State   

Aphilopota 
patulata  

Apodytes dimidiata  ICACINACEAE   E. Cape   

Aphilopota 
patulata  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE   E. Cape   

Aphilopota 
patulata  

Maytenus 
mossambicensis  

CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Aphilopota 
patulata  

Maytenus undata  CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Aphilopota 
patulata  

Pterocelastrus 
echinatus  

CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Aphilopota 
subalbata  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE   E. Cape   

Aphilopota 
subalbata  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Aphilopota 
subalbata  

Pterocelastrus 
echinatus  

CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Aphilopota 
subalbata  

Maytenus 
mossambicensis  

CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Argyrophora 
trophonia  

Erica 
drakensbergensis  

ERICACEAE   Swaziland   

Ascotis 
reciprocaria  

Duranta erecta  VERBENACEAE   Zimbabwe   
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Ascotis 
reciprocaria  

Scutia myrtina  RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape  

Ascotis 
reciprocaria  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Ascotis 
reciprocaria  

Cussonia spicata  ARALIACEAE  E. Cape   

Ascotis 
reciprocaria  

Maesa lanceolata  MYRSINACEAE  Swaziland   

Ascotis 
reciprocaria  

Celtis africana  ULMACEAE  Swaziland   

Ascotis 
reciprocaria  

Diospyros lycoides  EBENACEAE  Swaziland   

Ascotis 
reciprocaria  

Wistaria sinensis  FABACEAE  Swaziland   

Aspilatopsis 
admiranda  

Hemizygia foliosa  LAMIACEAE  Swaziland   

Aspilatopsis 
alicata  

Cassine aethiopica  CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Biclavigera 
deterior  

Ursinia sp.  ASTERACEAE  W. Cape   flowers 
only  

Boarmia 
contemptaria  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Boarmia 
contemptaria  

Maytenus  
undatus  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Boarmia 
contemptaria  

Putterlickia 
pyracantha  

CELASTRACEAE  N. Province   

Boarmia 
ectropodes  

Maytenus undatus  CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland  original 
record 
Platt 
1921  

Boarmia 
gonophora  

Scolopia zeyheri  FLACOURTIACEAE  E. Cape   

Buzura 
edwardsi  

Pinus patula  PINACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cabera 
strigata  

Zizyphus  
mucronata  

RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1953  

Cabera 
strigata  

Zizyphus  
mucronata  

RHAMNACEAE  Swaziland   

Callioratis 
abraxas  

Encephalartos 
altensteini  

CYCADACEAE  E. Cape  Duke & 
Duke 
1988 

Cerurographa 
bistonica  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Chiasmia 
arenosa  

Acacia caffra  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   
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Chiasmia 
assimilis  

Acacia nilotica  MIMOSACEAE  KwaZulu Ntl  

Chiasmia 
brongusaria  

Acacia sieberiana  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Chiasmia 
brongusaria  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1965  

Chiasmia 
furcata  

Acacia nilotica  MIMOSACEAE  KwaZulu Ntl   

Chiasmia 
getula  

Newtonia 
buchanani  

MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Chiasmia 
hypoleuca  

Acacia nilotica  MIMOSACEAE  KwaZulu Ntl   

Chiasmia 
inconspicua  

Acacia nilotica  MIMOSACEAE  KwaZulu Ntl   

Chiasmia 
interrupta  

Acacia swazica  MIMOSACEAE  Swaziland   

Chiasmia 
interrupta  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  Swaziland   

Chiasmia 
kilimanjerensis  

Brachystegia 
spiciformis  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Chiasmia 
marmorata  

Acacia sieberiana  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Chiasmia 
nobilitata  

Cassia 
mimosoides  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Swaziland   

Chiasmia 
procidata  

Acacia sieberana  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Chiasmia 
procidata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record 
Dickson 
1944  

Chiasmia 
simplicilinea  

Acacia mearnsi  MIMOSACEAE   E. Cape   

Chiasmia 
streniata  

Hippobromus 
pauciflorus  

SAPINDACEAE   E. Cape   

Chiasmia 
streniata  

Acacia caffra  MIMOSACEAE   E. Cape   

Chiasmia 
turbulentata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE   Free State   

Chiasmia 
umbrata  

Adenopodia 
spicata  

MIMOSACEAE   E. Cape   

Cleora 
betularia  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE   E. Cape   

Cleora  
cancer  

Cussonia  
arborea  

ARALIACEAE   Zimbabwe   
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Cleora 
flavivenata  

Apodytes  
dimidiata  

ICACINACEAE  Swaziland  

Cleora 
herbuloti  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE  E. Cape   

Cleora 
herbuloti  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE  Swaziland   

Cleora 
herbuloti  

Xymalos 
monospora  

TRIMENIACEAE  E. Cape   

Cleora  
munda  

Acacia mearnsi  MIMOSACEAE  Swaziland   

Cleora  
munda  

Rosa sp. 
(climbing rose )  

ROSACEAE  Swaziland  flowers 
only  

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Loranthus 
curviflorus  

LORANTHACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Cassia singueana  CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Bridelia mollis  EUPHORBIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Duranta erecta  VERBENACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Psydrax livida  RUBIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Cupressus 
arizonica var. 
glabra  

CUPRESSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Protea caffra  PROTEACEAE  Swaziland   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Schinus molle  ANACARDIACEAE  Swaziland   

Cleora 
nigrisparsalis  

Quercus robur  FAGACEAE  Swaziland   

Cleora rostella  Zizyphus 
mucronata  

RHAMNACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Cleora 
rothkirchi  

Schinus molle  ANACARDIACEAE  KwaZulu Ntl  artificial 
diet  

Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Ricinus communis  EUPHORBIACEAE  E. Cape   

Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Acacia saligna  MIMOSACEAE  W. Cape   

Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   

Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Prunus domestica 
  

ROSACEAE  E. Cape   
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Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Diospyros lycoides  EBENACEAE  E. Cape  

Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Diospyros lycoides  EBENACEAE  Swaziland   

Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Apodytes dimidiata  ICACINACEAE  E. Cape   

Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Maesa lanceolata  MYRSINACEAE  Swaziland   

Cleora 
tulbaghata  

Leptospermum 
laevigatum  

MYRTACEAE  W. Cape   

Coleocleora 
divisaria  

Brachystegia 
spiciformis  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Coleocleora 
divisaria  

Bauhinia variagata  CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Coleocleora 
divisaria  

Combretum 
caffrum  

COMBRETACEAE  E. Cape   

Coleocleora 
divisaria  

Harpephyllum 
caffrum  

ANACARDIACEAE  E. Cape   

Coleocleora 
divisaria  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   

Coleocleora 
divisaria  

Bridelia micrantha  EUPHORBIACEAE  Swaziland   

Coleocleora 
simulatrix  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Coleocleora 
simulatrix  

Psidium guajava  MYRTACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Drepanogynis 
arcuifera  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE  E. Cape   

Drepanogynis 
arcuifera  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE Swaziland   

Drepanogynis 
epione  

Asparagus cooperi  LILIACEAE  Free State   

Drepanogynis 
mixtaria  

Cassine aethiopica  CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Drepanogynis 
mixtaria  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE E. Cape   

Drepanogynis 
mixtaria  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Drepanogynis 
monas  

Apodytes dimidiata  ICACINACEAE  E. Cape   

Drepanogynis 
monas  

Brachyleana 
glabra  

ASTERACEAE  E. Cape   

Drepanogynis 
monas  

Mimusops obovata  SAPOTACEAE  E. Cape   

Drepanogynis 
monas  

Diospyros lycoides  EBENACEAE  E. Cape   

Drepanogynis 
tripartita  

Protasparagus 
laricinus  

ASPARAGACEAE  Free State   
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Ectropis 
simplex  

Senecio 
madagascarensis  

ASTERACEAE  Lesotho  

Ectropis sp.  Senecio baurii  ASTERACEAE  E. Cape   
Ectropis 
spoliataria  

lichens/ algae   E. Cape  on twigs  
of 
Schotia 
and 
Acacia  

Epignopteryx 
townsendi  

Tacoma stans  BIGNONIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Epignopteryx 
townsendi  

Podranea brycei  BIGNONIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Euexia 
percnopus  

Duranta erecta  VERBENACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Eulycia 
accentuata  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Eulycia extorris  Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Eupagia 
determinata  

Tecomaria 
capensis  

BIGNONIACEAE  E. Cape   

Eupagia 
determinata  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE  E. Cape   

Eupagia 
determinata  

Plumbago 
capensis  

PLUMBAGINACEAE  Swaziland   

Eupagia 
determinata  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE  Swaziland   

Hypochrosis 
chiarinii 

Aidia micrantha RUBIACEAE  Zimbabwe 
 

 

Hypotephrina 
polystriga  

Senecio nr 
madagascarensis  

ASTERACEAE  Lesotho   

Isturgia 
catalaunaria  

Rhynchosia totta  FABACEAE  E. Cape   

Isturgia 
deeraria  

Acacia nilotica  MIMOSACEAE  KwaZulu Ntl   

Isturgia 
deeraria  

Peltophorum 
africanum  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Swaziland   

Isturgia 
deeraria  

Acacia mearnsi MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   

Isturgia 
spissata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1965  

Isturgia 
supergressa  

 Mundulea sericea   PAPILIONOIDEAE   Swaziland   

Ligdia 
interrupta  

 Acacia karroo   MIMOSACEAE   E. Cape   
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Lomographa 
indularia  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe  original 
record 
Taylor  
1953  

Lomographa 
indularia  

Acacia sieberiana  MIMOSacEAE  Zimbabwe   

Mauna ava  Protea caffra  PROTEACEAE  Swaziland   
Mauna 
pictifimbria  

Protea caffra  PROTEACEAE  Swaziland   

Mauna sp.  Faurea saligna  PROTEACEAE  Zimbabwe   
Mauna sp.(as 
above)  

Protea angolensis  PROTEACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Menophra 
caeca  

Maytenus 
senegalensis  

CELASTRACEAE  N. Province   

Menophra 
caeca  

Maytenus 
senegalensis  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Menophra 
caeca  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Menophra 
obtusata  

Tecomaria 
capensis  

BIGNONIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Menophra 
obtusata  

Jacaranda 
mimosaefolia  

BIGNONIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Menophra 
obtusata  

Pittosporum 
viridiflorum  

PITTOSPORACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Menophra 
obtusata  

Loranthus 
curviflorus  

LORANTHACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Menophra 
obtusata  

Peltophorum 
africanum  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Menophra 
obtusata  

Schinus molle  ANACARDIACEAE  Swaziland   

Menophra 
obtusata  

Acacia mearnsi  MIMOSACEAE  Swaziland   

Menophra 
serrataria  

Rhamnus 
prunifolia  

RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape   

Menophra 
serrataria  

Dalbergia obovata  PAPILIONOIDEAE  E. Cape   

Menophra 
serrataria  

Diospyros lycoides  EBENACEAE  E. Cape   

Menophra 
serrataria  

Scutia myrtina  RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape   

Menophra 
serrataria  

Maytenus 
nemorosa  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Menophra 
serrataria  

lichen   E. Cape   

Menophra 
serrataria  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARACEAE  E. Cape   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

E. Cape   
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Menophra 
serrataria  

Senecio sp.  
(creeper)  

ASTERACEAE  

Oaracta 
maculata  

Flacourtia indica  FLACOURTIACEAE   Zimbabwe   

Oaracta 
neophronia  

Dovyalis 
rotundifolia  

FLACOURTIACEAE   E. Cape   

Oaracta 
neophronia  

Trimeria grandifolia  FLACOURTIACEAE   Swaziland   

Oaracta sp.  Trimeria trinervis  FLACOURTIACEAE   E. Cape   
Obolcola 
petronaria  

Cassine peragua  CELASTRACEAE   E. Cape   

Obolcola 
petronaria  

Cassine aethiopica  CELASTRACEAE   E. Cape   

Obolcola 
petronaria  

Maytenus undatus  CELASTRACEAE   Swaziland   

Odontoptera 
paliscia  

Cassine aethiopica  CELASTRACEAE   E. Cape   

Oedicentra 
albipennis  

Ligustrum lucidum  OLEACEAE   Zimbabwe   

Oedicentra 
albipennis  

Podranea brycei  BIGNONIACEAE   Zimbabwe   

Oedicentra 
albipennis  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE   E. Cape   

Oedicentra 
albipennis  

Halleria lucida  SCROPHULARIACEAE   Swaziland   

Omizodes 
ocellata  

Burchellia bubalina  RUBIACEAE   E. Cape   

Omizodes 
ocellata  

Burchellia bubalina  RUBIACEAE   Swaziland   

Omphalucha 
ditriba  

Combretum 
apiculatum  

COMBRETACEAE   KwaZulu Ntl   

Omphalucha 
indeflexa  

Combretum 
collinum  

COMBRETACEAE   Swaziland   

Omphalucha 
maturnaria  

Combretum 
caffrum  

COMBRETACEAE   E. Cape   

Omphalucha 
maturnaria  

Rhus pyroides  ANACARDIACEAE   E. Cape   

Omphalucha 
maturnaria  

Rhus pyroides  ANACARDIACEAE   Swaziland   

Orbamia 
octomaculata  

Combretum caffra  COMBRETACEAE   E. Cape   

Palaeonyssia 
trisecta  

Acacia davyi  MIMOSACEAE   Swaziland   

Paraclipsis 
punctata  

Cheilanthes viridis  ADIANTACEAE   Swaziland   
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Petrodava 
leucicolor  

Zizyphus 
mucronata  

RHAMNACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1953  

Petrodava 
subapicata  

Zizyphus 
mucronata  

RHAMNACEAE  Zimbabwe  original 
record 
Platt 
1921  

Pitthea 
trifasciata  

Celtis africana ?  ULMACEAE  Zimbabwe pupated 
without 
eating.  

Plateoplia 
acrobelia  

Ximenia caffra  OLACACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Platypepla 
spurcata  

Loranthus 
quinquenervis  

LORANTHACEAE  E. Cape   

Psilocera 
immitata  

Clutia pulchella  EUPHORBIACEAE  E. Cape   

Psilocera 
pulverosa  

Clematis brachiata  RANUNCULACEAE  E. Cape   

Psilocera 
pulverosa  

Clematis brachiata  RANUNCULACEAE  Swaziland   

Pycnostega nr 
obscura  

Brachystegia 
spiciformis  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Sicyodes 
biviaria  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape  Original 
record 
Taylor 
1953  

Sicyodes 
biviaria  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Sicyodes 
biviaria  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Sicyodes 
biviaria  

Maytenus 
nemorosa  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Sicyodes coryi  Maytenus 
mossambicensis  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Sicyodes coryi  Maytenus 
mossambicensis  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Sicyodes 
costipicta  

Pterocelastrus 
echinatus  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Xanthisthisa 
nr.tumida  

Duranta erecta  VERBENACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Xanthisthisa 
nr.tumida  

Cupressus glabra  CUPRESSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Xenimpia 
erosa  

Ligustrum lucidum  OLEACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Xenimpia 
erosa  

Apodytes dimidiata  ICACINACEAE  Swaziland   
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Xenimpia 
maculosata  

Nuxia floribunda  BUDDLEJACEAE  E. Cape  

Xylopteryx 
arcuata  

Rhus dentata  ANACARDIACEAE  E. Cape   

Xylopteryx 
arcuata  

Rhus lucida  ANACARDIACEAE  E. Cape   

Xylopteryx 
arcuata  

Rhus pyroides  ANACARDIACEAE  E. Cape   

Xylopteryx 
arcuata  

Rhus burchellii  ANACARDIACEAE  Free State   

Xylopteryx 
arcuata  

Allophylus 
natalensis  

ANACARDIACEAE  E. Cape   

Xylopteryx 
prasinaria  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1953  

Xylopteryx 
prasinaria  

Maytenus 
heterophylla  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Xylopteryx 
protearia  

Maytenus 
nemorosa  

CELASTRACEAE  E. Cape   

Xylopteryx 
protearia  

Maytenus 
mossambicensis  

CELASTRACEAE  Swaziland   

Zamarada 
adiposata  

Schotia 
brachypetala  

CAESALPINIACEAE  KwaZulu Ntl   

Zamarada 
adiposata  

Schotia 
brachypetala  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Swaziland   

Zamarada 
erugata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape   

Zamarada 
gamma  

Julbernardia 
globiflora  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Zamarada 
glareosa  

Brachystegia 
spiciformis  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Zamarada 
glareosa  

Julbernardia 
globiflora  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Zamarada 
metallicata  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe  original 
record 
Taylor 
1949  

Zamarada 
ordinaria  

Acacia sieberiana  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Zamarada 
plana  

Schotia 
brachypetala  

CAESALPINIACEAE  E. Cape   

Zamarada 
plana  

Schotia 
brachypetala  

CAESALPINIACEAE  KwaZulu Ntl   

Zamarada 
plana  

Schotia 
brachypetala  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Swaziland   
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Zamarada 
prionotos  

Acacia 
amythethophylla  

MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe  

Zamarada 
pulverosa  

Acacia karroo  MIMOSACEAE  E. Cape  original 
record 
Taylor 
1957 

Zamarada 
pulverosa  

Acacia sieberiana  MIMOSACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Zamarada 
seydeli  

Brachystegia 
spiciformis  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Zamarada 
seydeli  

Julbernardia 
globiflora  

CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Zamarada 
transvisaria  

Ochna natalita  OCHNACEAE  E. Cape   

Zamarada 
vulpina  

Bridelia micrantha  EUPHORBIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

Zerenopsis 
leopardina  
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Taylor 
1965  
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CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   

 
Zeuctoboarmia 
sabinei  
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CAESALPINIACEAE  Zimbabwe   
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REMEMBERING ARTHUR J. DUKE AND NEVILLE J. DUKE 
 

compiled by Richard Stephen 
P O Box 51117, Wierda Park, Pretoria  0149 

 
C. B. Cottrell writes: 
Arthur Duke passed away in East London on the 20th of September 1997, his wife 
Vera, having died in April. At the end of December of that year, I received a letter 
from his son, Neville, asking me to undertake an Obituary for him and offering to 
supply the necessary biographical details for the purpose.  I accepted this, but 
tragically, Neville died in early February at his home in Mbabane, before he could 
supply the details.  Neville's entomological activities were very much a continuation 
of his father's and, in the absence of biographical details for either of them, these 
memories must serve, in lieu of a formal Obituary, as my tribute to these two 
exceptionally fine men.   To Margaret, Neville's wife, we extend our deepest 
sympathies. 

I first met Arthur, Vera and Neville in September 1956, in the course of a three 
day visit to Cape Town.  I had contacted him with a request for an opportunity to 
discuss the brown lycaenids that were then lumped together under the name 
Lepidochrysops methymna.   No one could have been kinder or more helpful to an 
unknown student.   I was invited to Arthur's home, had a good talk with him about 
the habits of my insects, and was then taken to see his collection, which was stored 
at Charlie Dickson's house.  All these proceedings were followed with close 
attention by a very young Neville and I have a vivid memory of how, after we had 
finished looking at the lycaenid material, he, with obvious anticipation of something 
exciting to come, asked his father to show me "the Leto venus".  A small store box 
was then opened to reveal an absolutely perfect pair of adults of this extraordinary 
hepialid together with their cast pupal exuviae and a blown larva.  Leto was not then 
a protected insect and the Duke family had made a special journey to Knysna to 
obtain an infested trunk and, like the Misses Newdigate many years before, had 
reared the specimens from it.  As the conversation developed, I became aware of 
just how wide Arthur's entomological interests really were.  All the "macro" 
lepidopteran families fell within his orbit, as did several major beetle groups 
including the Caraboidea, Scarabaeoidea, Buprestoidea, and families related to the 
Cerambycidae.  Specimens of the latter were sent to the Rev. Hunt while 
Membracidae were collected for A.L. Capener.  As I was to learn later, numbers of 
set lepidopteran specimens also went to A.J. Janse.  In all the years that I knew 
Arthur and Neville, I never ceased to admire the skill with which they prepared 
specimens and the economy and neatness of the small, well labelled, accurately 
identified series of insects which constituted their beautiful collections.  The story of 
the Leto was typical of the enterprise with which they investigated the life-histories 
of the lepidoptera with which they came into contact.  

That first evening in 1956 was the start, for me, of two enduring but wholly 
undemanding friendships that, with almost no intervening correspondence, could be 
picked up again whenever we encountered each other, even after a gap of several 
years. 
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John Akester tells me that Arthur was born in Newhaven, on the south coast of 
England, not far from Brighton.  He came to South Africa with his parents in 1931, 
bringing with him an already well developed interest in entomology that was firmly 
grounded in the strong English amateur tradition with its emphases on life-histories 
and on the breeding of perfect cabinet specimens.  Before I met him, Arthur had 
worked for BOAC in connection with the flying boat service that then operated to 
South Africa but by 1956 he had joined Shell as an Economist and he worked for 
that company until his retirement.  At some time before I met him, he had lived in 
Durban where, he told me, he had attended gatherings of entomological enthusiasts 
at the house of E.E. Platt whose "List of the Foodplants of South African 
Lepidopterous Insects" (1921) remains a landmark publication.  I like to think that, 
through this contact, Arthur linked an earlier generation of entomologists to our own 
time.  These earlier men included:  C.F.M. Swynnerton,  the Rev. Father J. O'Neil,  
C.B. Hardenberg,  G.F. Leigh,  H.A. Green,  H.M. Millar and H.M. Bell Marley, all of 
whom Platt either knew or corresponded with. 

In 1956, Arthur was contemplating a transfer to what is now Harare.  He must 
have moved in the following year, but it was not until 1961, when I too came to live 
there, that I met him and Neville again.  By then, Arthur was well established having 
built a house in Northwood, at the edge of the city with immediate access to open 
country to the north and thence to the wooded Mazowe valley which began just over 
the first rise.  The collection that I had seen in Cape Town had been given to Charlie 
Dickson and Arthur and Neville had already built up a fine collection of local 
butterflies, moths and beetles.  They had found many interesting localities in the 
various habitats around the City.  These they would visit together over the week-
ends and they used often to get up very early on week-end mornings to glean moths 
from the all-night lighting of shops and garages in their own suburb and the 
Mabelreign area.   Out of school hours, Neville, now a very active schoolboy, ranged 
over the adjacent (and then intact) vlei-woodland ecotone areas of the sources of 
the Gwebi River.  When his father could not accompany him on Saturdays, and in 
school holidays, he would cycle quite long distances to favoured collecting localities 
where he had various adventures, including being “treed” for some hours by a 
pugnacious bushpig with young.  As a member of an energetic Boy Scout troop, he 
absorbed a good deal of sensible bush craft. 

On vacation, father and son travelled further afield, collecting on the Eastern 
Border mountains as well as in the dry low-veld vegetation types of the Save (then 
Sabi) valley and at Hot Springs.  Neville liked to recall his first experience of then 
unspoilt Burma valley where the richness and spectacular nature of the butterfly 
fauna left a lasting impression on him.  The Dukes had made contact with B.D. 
Barnes on the Bvumba (then Vumba) and had become very friendly with the 
Cooksons (Harold, for whom Cooksonia is named, and his son David) who had 
retired to a house at the edge of the forest at the northern foot of the Bvumba.  
Together, they sometimes collected in adjacent areas of Mozambique, including 
Mount Gorongosa.  

Following encouragement and support from Charlie Dickson, and technical 
advice from John Akester, Arthur had obtained suitable macro photographic  
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equipment and, in addition to producing water-colour paintings of lepidopterous 
larvae, was now turning out photographs of near professional standard.  Elliot 
Pinhey was working on his books on Hawk Moths (1962) and Emperor Moths (1972) 
during this period, and Arthur and Neville were able to supply him with many 
preserved larvae, paintings, photographs and adult specimens of these families.   

It was some time in the early nineteen sixties that, in order to make space for 
their growing moth collection, Arthur and Neville gave away a second butterfly 
collection, this time to the Bulawayo Museum.   This was probably followed, later, by 
most, if not all, their Saturniidae and Sphingidae.  After 1965, I moved to what is 
now Kadoma and from then until my return to Harare in the early nineteen 
seventies, saw little of the Dukes although I was able to send them live pupae of 
some sphingids and saturniids that I had bred.   

On my return, Arthur had, for health reasons, begun to be less active and 
Neville had joined a local insurance firm.  I used then, to sometimes go out 
collecting with Neville.  He was an ideal companion because one knew, that even in 
quite thick woodland or forest, he would effortlessly keep in contact without ever 
being so close as to interfere in one’s own activities.   One never had to worry about 
where he was.  We had a memorable trip together to the eastern border, in the 
course of which we camped at the site of Swynnerton's old cottage in the Chirinda 
forest and had to endure a five day downpour resulting from a cyclone in the 
Mozambique channel.  This did not faze Neville, who simply became a full-time 
coleopterist, his very acute vision enabling him to detect many cetoniids clinging to 
the dripping foliage of the trees.  The sharpness of Neville's vision was almost 
unbelievable and I remember an occasion when, while travelling rather slowly along 
a dirt road, he asked me to stop the car and went back a little way to collect a pupa 
of Acraea caldarena that he had spotted suspended from a grass stem, about a 
meter from the road verge.   It was due also to this acuity of vision that we were able 
to solve the mystery of the apparent rarity of Cooksonia neavei and to work out its 
full life-history.  The key discovery, that made this possible, was the sighting, by 
Neville, of a newly emerged female expanding its wings.  It was characteristic of the 
Duke's generosity that they sent this female to Ken Pennington.  Neville was also 
very good at picking up night-feeding saturniid and sphingid caterpillars by the light 
of a torch.   

Towards the end of this period, Neville began, like all of us, to be called up 
more and more frequently.  Even then, he managed to keep up some sort of 
entomological activity and, as knowledge of his interest spread, not a few match-
boxes containing beetles, found their way to him by courtesy of amused and 
interested troopies. 

Some time before 1976, Neville took up a post in Cape Town and immediately 
set about forming a Cape collection of moths and beetles.  I saw him there towards 
the end of that year when he and Richard Stephen had just returned from a trip to 
Namaqualand and my wife and I accompanied them both on two or three local 
outings.  The bright, furry, flower-frequenting Hopliini, which form such a striking 
feature of the fauna in the Cape, were a major interest of Neville's at that time and 
he supplied specimens of these, as well as of cetoniids, to Erik Holm. 
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A few years later, Arthur who had in the interim taken up bird photography in a 
small but very effective way, retired from his post in Harare and he and Vera went to 
live in South Africa.  Very shortly afterwards, they came back to Harare where 
Arthur was needed for a year, to help in his old company, before retiring 
permanently to East London. The collections, securely packed, and with all the large 
specimens cross-pinned, made all three journeys by “pantechnicon” with negligible 
damage.  In East London, Arthur immediately set about investigating the local moth 
fauna and made some most interesting captures including a large, quite new, grey 
hepialid that came to light in the vicinity of his house.   

In the meantime, Neville had moved to Umtata where he met and married 
Margaret. During this period he collected widely throughout the Transkei, always on 
the look-out for Deloneura immaculata.  This he did not succeed in rediscovering, 
although he did take D. millari and made many other very interesting moth 
discoveries.  

In 1986, he moved to Swaziland where, with the wide variety of habitats at his 
disposal, he was in his element.  Many years before, Arthur had been made an 
Associate Member of the Transvaal Museum in recognition of his obvious expertise 
and his numerous donations of specimens.  Neville, gradually increased the flow of 
material to the Museum and indeed became by far the major source of acquisitions 
of set lepidopteran specimens.  It was a great satisfaction to me to be able to 
successfully propose that he too be made an Associate Member and, after this 
came about, to have him to stay for several of the annual dinners. 

When he was promoted to Managing Director of his company's branch in 
Swaziland, opportunities for travel opened up to him and he became quite a 
frequent visitor to Zimbabwe, sometimes on business and sometimes on collecting 
trips and, through these visits, John Akester and I were able to keep up, with the 
family happenings.  Quite soon after moving to Swaziland, Neville took over the 
curation of some of the collections from his father and brought them to Mbabane.  It 
was then, I think, that he began to realise the full extent of his father's and his own 
findings and, as a result, began to seriously consider publishing some of them. 

Before concluding these memories I want to say something about my 
impressions of Arthur's entomological philosophy.  I do not think that he had had any 
scientific training, but he had read widely in the general literature (for instance, he 
knew the books by H. Eltringham, E.B. Ford and J.B. Kettlewell well) and one could 
discuss topics like parthenogenesis (all female-broods), industrial melanism, 
polymorphism and mimicry easily with him, almost always bringing to light some 
original observation of his own, in the process.  Although I cannot be quite sure of 
this, I do not think that he or Neville accepted the full implications of Darwinian 
evolution for the common origin of life.  They appreciated the variability of 
organisms, their adaptations to their environments and the probability that new 
species could evolve from existing, closely related ones, but I think that when it 
came to the higher taxonomic categories, their views may have been closer to those 
expressed by the Rev. D.P. Murray in his book "Species Revalued" which was 
written a considerable time after the book on South African Lycaenidae, after his 
return to England.  Both of us had corresponded with Murray and on one occasion,  
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talked about his views.  What Arthur and Neville did, or did not, accept in relation to 
evolution is not important:  the point I wish to make is that they had given such 
matters some thought, were always prepared to listen to differing points of view, and 
never sought to impose their own views on others.  In the course of their food-plant 
and life history work, both Arthur and Neville had become competent botanists and 
were in no way daunted by the technical literature that they had to consult in order 
to identify the necessary plant species.   Both had excellent memories for scientific 
names which they habitually used, for both insects and plants, in preference to 
common names.   

Arthur had a very definite set of values and could be offended by the behaviour 
of some lepidopterists.  Always gently spoken, I can remember two occasions on 
which he expressed his disgust of specific incidents to me.  One was when a 
collector had sought to regale Arthur with his "exploits" in probably "finishing off", by 
trapping, a highly localised subspecies of Charaxes;  the other was when he was 
asked by a correspondent to supply a pair of goliath beetles for an elderly American 
gentleman.  At some considerable trouble to himself, Arthur captured, carefully set 
and despatched a perfect pair, only to receive a letter from the original 
correspondent saying that he had so fancied the specimens that he had decided to 
keep them for himself and would Arthur send another pair for the American!   Arthur 
was always careful never to over-collect an area and would have nothing to do with 
commercial deals involving wild insects.  His own collecting was virtually never done 
in areas protected for biological reasons and, if he or Neville did find it necessary to 
work in such areas, they were meticulous about permits and reports. Arthur was 
very generous in making available his own original observations and material to 
would be authors.  It is with regret that he published virtually nothing of the immense 
store-house of his original observations. This deficiency would undoubtedly have 
been rectified by Neville, who told me of well advanced plans for a book on 
sphingids based on the breeding work carried out by his father and himself.   He 
also discussed the possibility of publishing their extensive food-plant lists. 

I have little doubt that, had Neville lived to achieve his aims, the fame of father 
and son would have been considerable.  Sadly, that was not to be and it is my hope 
that the management of the Transvaal Museum into whose hands Arthur's and 
Neville's collections, photographs, unpublished notes and manuscripts have been 
entrusted, will ensure, not only that they are properly curated and preserved, but 
also that, in any resulting edited publications, the Dukes are given the full credit that 
their originality deserves. 
 
Rolf Oberprieler writes: 
I first met Neville at a private nature reserve just outside Nelspruit in January 1989, 
where he was on a collecting trip with Douglas Kroon and I on one with my friend 
from Germany, Wolfgang Nässig. We went on together to a farm in the 
Crocodilepoort Mountains belonging to Wits University, where Neville and I in 
particular had a great time talking about bombycoid moths. The highlight of that trip 
was probably when we jointly found 2 cryptic larvae of Lobobunaea angasana, 
South Africa’s biggest saturniid, in a matumi tree. In May that same year he sent me  
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lists of Saturniidae foodplants and locality data from the Duke collection, and in 
October 1989 I visited the Dukes in East London, meeting Arthur and his wife and 
also Neville’s wife Margaret (who had come with Neville from Umtata) and looked 
through their collection and notes.  

Neville passed by our house every time he came to Johannesburg on business. 
It was a wonderful way of sharing our mutual interest in bombycoid moths in 
particular, and we passed on data and slides to each other frequently, the saturniids 
going my way and the sphingids and lasiocampids going his. When I discovered the 
larva of the rare Litosphingia corticea on Vitex in Venda, Neville drove up with me 
the next weekend in his air-conditioned Mercedes to the very same spot to look for 
more. We were unsuccessful then, but the following year Neville went up again and 
found it. I was tempted to join him and Richard Stephen on their trip to Mozambique 
in 1996 but couldn’t make it, so Neville and I planned a joint trip to Natal instead. By 
the end of 1996 I was fairly sure I was moving to Australia soon, so we did the trip in 
February 1997, partly to look for the rare Natal saturniids like Micragone cana and 
Imbrasia anna, and partly to discuss our book projects (mine on saturniids, his on 
sphingids) and future cooperation across the Indian Ocean. We also talked about 
our lives and ambitions, and about science and life and lepidopterology in general. 
We knew this was going to be just about the last opportunity we would have for such 
talks in the near future, but little did we know it would be the last ever. On 22 August 
that year Neville came up from Mbabane for final dinner together before we left 
(Margaret had hurt her back at the last minute), and it was to be the very last time 
we saw each other. In September 1997 Arthur Duke died in East London and 
Neville went down to dissolve the household and bring up the last parts of the 
collection. In October he went back to Charter’s Creek to look for Micragone cana 
for me, and was successful at last. Our last correspondence was in November that 
year, and while I was up in the far northern Australia in February the following year, 
thinking of him whenever I saw a strange or familiar moth at the light, he died so 
tragically in his home in Mbabane, robbing me of the chance to compile the 
enthusiastic report I was going to send him on my return to Canberra.  

What impressed me most about Neville was his uncanny ability to find 
caterpillars in the bush. He knew his plants extremely well and had an astonishing 
eye for larvae. I vividly recall our first encounter in 1989, when the four of us were 
walking along a road near Nelspruit past a stand of Dombeya pulchra  and I pointed 
it out to Wolfgang Nässig as one of the foodplants of South Africa’s largest 
hawkmoth, Lophostethus dumolinii. Neville simply turned around and said: there’s 
one feeding on it! from a distance of about 10m, leaving the rest of us flabbergasted 
and trying to spot the larva too. Neville’s memory of caterpillars, host associations 
and also previous collecting events was extraordinary. I have never known anyone 
with such an extensive field experience as he had, having started this as a boy 
under the expert guidance from his father and other notable collectors and later 
spending almost every weekend in the bush on his own.  
 

Neville was most modest and always helpful and friendly. Since he was in 
Swaziland, he always deposited duplicate moth specimens in the Tvl.Mus., and a  
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particularly significant event for him was when he was made a Research Associate 
of that museum. He has also freely given out specimens of moths and beetles to 
researchers who wanted to work on them, more than once being disappointed by 
not getting them back. 
 
Douglas Kroon writes: 
Neville inherited a legacy of meticulous and accurate observation from his father 
who influenced his entire approach to the study of different aspects of natural 
history. His all absorbing hobby since childhood-almost a passion-related to the vast 
southern African moth fauna. As he matured he became more selective, restricting 
his own collection to some specific groups. However, he collected many other 
families of moths and other insects such as beetles and dragonflies which he 
generously passed on to other collectors or museums for research purposes. He 
developed a strong ethos for encouraging others to produce publications and make 
scientifically valid and interesting observations or collections. With this goal in mind, 
he systematically and tirelessly accumulated data through the years greatly 
expanding the known larval host plant records by directly breeding larvae obtained 
both from eggs or early stages/instars of insects acquired using beating-tray 
techniques. By the late nineties he justifiably earned the reputation of being the 
foremost life history authority in southern Africa on the groups he was investigating. 
By virtue of his thorough and exhaustive efforts, fortunately carefully diarised, the 
information has been retained. He justifiably joins the ranks of the small group of 
great pioneer lepidopterists in southern Africa such EE Platt, CGC Dickson, Gowan 
Clarke, ECG Pinhey, Durrell Barnes and his father - Arthur Duke. Father and son 
hereby perpetuating an enviable and firmly established family tradition. 

Neville was a dedicated and persistent collector with a sparkling enthusiasm, 
strong attributes serving as examples for encouraging others to give only of their 
best. He shared his expertise freely giving beginners a helping hand, producing high 
quality checklists for official purposes - an obligation he never shirked. An 
undertaking given by Neville was carried through. He never made promises lightly 
and when he said he would do something you could rely on him fulfilling such 
commitment. Professional entomologists often solicited his assistance by way of 
factual field observations but more often with requests for study material, both live, 
photographed, or pre-prepared. He undertook frequent and sometimes prolonged 
trips making a huge effort to help these individuals and such was the quality of his 
work that in reality his contributions were of a "professional standard". He 
corresponded widely with eminent scientists at the Natural History Museum in 
London and when the opportunity arose often took material along to elucidate 
problems by direct comparison with the vast accessions in that Museum. In similar 
vein he exchanged information or provided material with other world famous 
museums such as the Smithsonian Institution Washington in the United States or 
CSIRO in Canberra, Australia. Systematists, too, called on him, for guidance and 
help. He was, for example, in the recent past actively engaged in a project helping 
Prof. Zilli to revise aspects of the colourful Zygaenid moth-complex wherein the 
enigmatic Janseola titaea had formerly been placed incorrectly among the 
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Heterogynidae. The incomparable Duke collection of zygaenids and other material 
was submitted to the Transvaal Museum for revisionary purposes. 

Neville was a Research Associate of the Transvaal Museum, an honour of 
merit. Fortunately the superb and immaculately curated Duke Collection has now 
been bequeathed to this institution where it will be retained as a unit not being 
amalgamated with the main collections. This aesthetically impressive reference 
collection, the result of his meticulous and skilled pinning ability, can be used in 
conjunction with the extensive material and collections already available to form an 
important reference resource. 

He was currently working towards publishing a monograph of the Sphingidae of 
southern Africa, and the manuscript, so near completion, will hopefully still be 
published posthumously by associates and friends. Fortunately his larval host-plant 
list for the Geometridae is currently in press as he had agreed to its publication just 
prior to his tragic and unexpected death. At a later stage all his larval host-plant 
records will also be published in a like manner after being collated by a member of 
the Lepidopterists' Society of Africa. 

In the more immediate past Neville had become involved with Nature 
Conservation in Swaziland often assisting with game counts and in other facets of 
this discipline. He loved Malolotja Nature Reserve and had researched and 
compiled an extensive checklist of Lepidoptera found on this reserve. But he also 
travelled and collected intensively in other remote parts of Swaziland from Mbabane 
where he lived, exploring the richly vegetated but little known and inaccessible 
Lebombo Mountain forests bordering Mozambique. 

He was kind and thoughtful - ever aware of the needs of others. 
Notwithstanding these well-known attributes there was also a more private side to 
his life which he was reluctant to discuss openly with casual acquaintances. For 
example he held strong religious views and had occasionally expressed opinions 
with close confidantes about the problems related to evolution and how he viewed 
the wondrous diversity found in Nature. He had a great love of Nature, appreciative 
of the great diversity and beauty and acquired a broad general knowledge of other 
insect groups, animals, birds and plants. It was awe-inspiring to go on an outing with 
Neville because he seemed to be familiar with so many aspects of everything in the 
field, and without a moment's hesitation at times of doubt everyone would always· 
ask, 'What does Neville say?" - indicative of great faith in his abilities to pronounce 
with authority about near everything in the field. 

In life his example was a constant inspiration for others. With his passing the 
facts, the experience and knowledge he documented will certainly be utilized by, 
and be of immense value to, those that choose to embark on this branch of science. 
 
Richard Stephen writes: 
I was privileged to be well acquainted with Arthur and Vera Duke, whom I met 
through my long friendship with Neville.  Arthur passed away in September 1997, 
scarcely a year after Vera, both, I believe, in their seventies.  But the sudden death 
of Neville, only months after his father, at the young age of 45 years, was a shock to 
all who knew him.  With the passing of the Duke family (Neville had no children) and 
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with Neville’s wife Margaret having returned to England, we find that family details 
are not easy to come by. 

Arthur Duke, before returning to South Africa, donated the greater part of his 
moth collection to the Bulawayo Museum.  Pinhey used the Duke breeding records 
for his 1975 book ‘The Moths of Southern Africa’ and acknowledged Arthur in two 
other books on Hawk moths and Emperor moths.  Arthur, with Neville’s enthusiastic 
assistance, carried on collecting with renewed vigour and amassed an enormous 
and meticulously curated moth collection again, which was bequeathed to the 
Transvaal Museum, where it is now housed.  For several years he took an interest 
in dragonflies and was appreciative of the specimens I sent him from regular military 
visits to the Caprivi.  A week before his death, Neville told me that he was going to 
have an unnamed dragonfly named after his father in recognition of his work in that 
field. 

Neville John Seymour Duke was born in Cape Town on 1 December 1953.  He 
received his schooling in Salisbury and saw active service in the Rhodesian army. 
The family returned to South Africa after Rhodesia’s independence.  Neville worked 
in Cape Town for a while with the old Aegis insurance company (where our 
friendship blossomed after Charlie Dickson introduced us).  In October 1984 he 
moved to Umtata to join Transkei Insurance Brokers and while there, he married his 
wife Margaret on 27 October 1985.  They lived in Umtata and Neville collected 
extensively in that region and around Port St. Johns.  On 1 February 1990 he joined 
Bowring and Minet in Swaziland as Managing Director.  He died tragically and 
unexpectedly in his home in Mbabane on 15 February 1998. 

While he resided in Cape Town, Neville and I would frequently go out collecting 
together into Namaqualand, returning with final instar larvae of Eochroa trimeni and 
Hopliinae beetles or the Southern Cape where he took the first female of Aloeides 
caledoni.  I visited him on occasions in Umtata on my way to Port St. Johns and we 
undertook lengthy trips into Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and of course 
Swaziland. 

His knowledge of plants an insects of many kinds was astounding.  His keen 
eye would frequently draw my attention to something I had missed.  When I took 
interest in Cicadidae, Neville took specimens for me as a matter of course and 
would arrive at my home in Centurion with a box under his arm I’ve got a few things 
you might find of interest ”  

In life his example was a constant inspiration for others.  Neville achieved more 
in his lifetime than many others who have been blessed with twice the years.  With 
his passing the experience and knowledge that he so meticulously documented will 
be of great value to those, both amateur and professional, whose interests follow 
the same path   as his. 

In Swaziland Neville liaised with local nature conservation officials and was 
given the freedom to collect in the reserves in return for detailed checklists of 
Lepidoptera that he identified there.  His favourite was the Malalotja Nature Reserve 
and it was there, in a deep verdant valley, that   a circle of his close friends joined 
Margaret to give his ashes to the clear stream that runs across a causeway. 
I will constantly remember him. 
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Species dedications:  
Thestor dukei van Son, 1951 (Lep.: Lycaenidae) - Arthur 
Stroter dukei Janse, 1964 (Lep.: Limacodidae) - Arthur 
Lepidochrysops dukei Cottrell, 1965 (Lep.: Lycaenidae) - Arthur 
Poecilmitis felthami dukei Dickson, 1967 (Lep.: Lycaenidae) - Arthur 
Auchenisa dukei Pinhey, 1968 (Lep.: Noctuidae) - Arthur 
Amaurodes passerinii dukei Allard, 1985 (Col.: Scarabaeidae: Cetoniinae) - ? 
Neville 
Trichostetha dukei Holm & Marais, 1988 (Col. Scarabaeidae: Cetoniinae) - Neville 
Galbella dukei Bellamy, in press (Col. Buprestidae) - Neville 
Pseudomaenas dukei Krüger, in press (Lep.: Geometridae) - Neville. 
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DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES OF LEPIDOCHRYSOPS HEDICKE 
          (LEPIDOPTERA: LYCAENIDAE) FROM NORTH WESTERN ZAMBIA 
 

by Alan Gardiner 
P.O. Box GD608, Greendale, Harare, Zimbabwe.  

e-mail: gardiner@zimbix.uz.zw 
 
Abstract: The genus Lepidochrysops is discussed in relation to allied genera 

Euchrysops and Orachrysops. Lepidochrysops heathi, sp. n. from 
Western Zambia is described and figured. 

 
In the late seventies and early eighties a period of collecting in Zambia led to the 
discovery of several new species of Lepidoptera (Hancock & Gardiner 1982, Heath 
1983, 1985, Hancock 1984, Hancock & Heath 1985). This paper describes a 
species collected during that period by Alan Heath.  
 
The genus Lepidochrysops and allied genera 
In assessing the generic affiliation of this new species it became evident that 
morphologically the genera Lepidochrysops Hedicke (1923), Orachrysops Vári 
(1986) and Euchrysops Butler (1900) are very closely related and that difficulty may 
be experienced in determining in which genus a taxon may correctly be placed. The 
genus Lepidochrysops is a very speciose group with more than a hundred and 
twenty species (Carcasson 1995). The allied genus Euchrysops was described 
earlier by Butler (1900) and now contains 25 species (Carcasson 1995). Vári in 
1986 split three species from Lepidochrysops which he placed in the new genus 
Orachrysops. The genus Orachrysops was recently revised by Henning & Henning 
(1995) resulting in description of seven new species and one subspecies. 

The Orachrysops are the easiest to separate from the other two genera due to 
their distinctive genitalic structure. The valves are considerably shorter and more 
compact than in Lepidochrysops and show remarkable uniformity among the 
species.  The ventral edge of the distal half of the valves is dentate and gently 
curved.  There is an important difference in the aedeagus which has two lateral 
teeth just before the apex, these are not present in the Lepidochrysops or 
Euchrysops. In addition, the apex of the aedeagus is distinctly hook shaped.  
Although the genitalia of the Orachrysops are similar amongst the species, they can 
be used to distinguish the species within the group. 

The separation of Euchrysops and Lepidochrysops is more problematic. Butler 
(1900) separated Euchrysops from the Australian genus Catochrysops Boisduval, 
1832 on the grounds of the former having smooth eyes, a criterion that does not 
hold for all species presently placed in this genus (as indicated below). He also 
states that the primaries (i.e. fore-wings) are somewhat less acuminate than in 
Catochrysops. This is a subjective statement and there is no major difference in the 
venation between the Lepidochrysops and Euchrysops (Bethune-Baker 1923). 
Hedicke (1923) does not provide any information and only gave the replacement 
name of Lepidochrysops for the preoccupied Neochrysops of Bethune-Baker 
(1923). 
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Fig. 1 Lepidochrysops heathi sp. n., adult male, a – upperside, b – underside. Scale 
line = 10 mm 
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Unfortunately Stempffer's (1967) separation of the two genera, following Bethune-
Baker (1923), does not hold for all members of the two groups. Stempffer gives the 
following separating features, for each of which I have included examples showing 
the opposite characteristics. 1) Eyes hairy in Lepidochrysops but smooth in 
Euchrysops, yet in 1923 Bethune-Baker mentioned E. barkeri (Trimen) as having 
hairy eyes. Euchrysops malathana (Boisduval) is another species with hairy eyes. 2) 
Fore leg, tibias as long or longer than the femora in the Lepidochrysops but shorter 
in the Euchrysops, again many Lepidochrysops have tibiae shorter than femora, for 
instance L. mashuna (Trimen) and L. ruthica Pennington. 3) The antenna longer 
than half the length of the costa in Lepidochrysops but the same length or shorter in 
Euchrysops. Many Lepidochrysops have antenna that are not longer than half the 
length of the costa for instance L. coxii (Pinhey 1945). The palpi are also not a good 
distinguishing character as both groups contain species with long palpi. The species 
described in this paper has eyes that are covered with short hairs, antennae of 
approximately half the length of the costa and the fore leg tibiae are shorter than the 
fore leg femora. 
     Species of Lepidochrysops have a fairly uniform genitalic structure, as shown by 
the many plates provided by Bethune-Baker (1923). For this reason they are often 
excluded from descriptions (e.g. Tite, 1959) or only certain parts are mentioned (e.g. 
Swanepoel & Vári,1983). Yet Tite (1964) gave the lateral sclerites at the terminal 
end of the aedeagus as an important specific character. Without a major review, the 
variability in descriptions and illustrations of genitalia in published papers renders 
genitalia of little use for comparing species within the genus. In Euchrysops the 
genitalia vary more among the species and often provide useful specific characters. 
There are, however, a few species of Euchrysops that have genitalia similar to the 
Lepidochrysops and this has prompted some authors (e.g. Murray 1956) to suggest 
they be placed in the Lepidochrysops, for instance E. barkeri and to a slightly less 
extent E. subpallida Bethune-Baker. A few authors (e.g. Larsen 1991) have put 
preference on behavioural criteria and separate the genera by the apparent 
obligatory relationship the Lepidochrysops have with ants which has not been 
recorded in the Euchrysops. Unfortunately the life history and ant association is not 
known in all species. Future studies may show that these separations are justified 
and even further separation of the Euchrysops may be required (Gardiner in prep.).  
     Stempffer (1967) attached major importance to the genitalia in separating 
lycaenid genera. Heath (1997) in his revision of the tribe Aphnaeini argued that 
genitalia should be treated as the primary character in defining genera, although not 
to the exclusion of all others. At present the genitalia and biology appear to provide 
characteristics for delimiting the three genera. This matter cannot be concluded until 
further field work establishes that all the Lepidochrysops, and none of the 
Euchrysops, have an obligatory relationship with ants. Although nothing is known 
about the biology of the species described here the genitalia are typical of 
Lepidochrysops; the long valves have a sub-oval base and an apex recurved to 
form a hook, and the tegumen is broader than found in the Euchrysops. 
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Fig. 2 Male genitalia of Lepidochrysops heathi sp.n., a – ventral view of uncus, b – 
ventral view of valves, c – lateral view of aedeagus. Scale line =0.25mm 
 



March 1998                     METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 9, No. 1                                  37 
 
 
Lepidochrysops heathi sp. n. (Figs 1-2) 
 
TYPE MATERIAL 
At present this species is known only from the type locality in Western Zambia: 
Holotype, ♂, Zambia, 122 km west of Kitwe, 8.x.1978, A.Heath; 1 ♂paratype same 
data (both in the Natural History Museum, London). 7 ♂paratypes  same data (1 in 
Bulawayo Natural History Museum, Zimbabwe, 1 in African Butterfly Research 
Institute, Nairobi, Kenya, 4 in Heath private collection Cape Town, South Africa, 1 in 
Gardiner private collection Bulawayo, Zimbabwe). 
 
DESCRIPTION Adult 
Male (Fig. 1): Fore-wing length 18.0-21.0 mm; antenna-wing ratio 0.50:1. Head 
white with two longitudinal black lines between the eyes, a patch of black-brown 
hairs directly behind the antennae. Frons with black and grey scales. Antennae 
brown to black with incomplete narrow white bands below the club and at the base 
of each segment, underside of club orange-brown upper surface with some white 
scales towards the apex, apiculus blunt, club flat and twisted. Palpi: first and second 
segment black above white below, terminal or third segment black with a narrow line 
of white scales below, second segment black near apex (above and below). Thorax: 
black above with numerous grey and beige hairs, white with white and beige hairs 
below. Legs: femora, tibia and tarsi white below and brown-beige above, femur 
slightly longer than tibia, femur-tibia ratio 1.17:1. Abdomen: black-brown above 
becoming whitish to creamy white below. Each segment distinguished by a lighter 
band of scales. At certain angles light blue scales can be seen scattered along the 
length of the antennae, on the dorsal surface of the thorax and along the length of 
the abdomen.  
Fore-wing: upperside, sublustrous grey-brown, a large dark brown discal cellular 
spot, almost circular in shape, another spot may be present in the cell but smaller in 
size, this spot is however usually absent. The large discal spot, and sometimes the 
smaller one, surrounded by a light blue ring. A faint submarginal line of darker grey-
brown present; margin brown-black and cilia with distal portion light grey and the 
proximal part grey-black. Faint post discal spots arranged in a line as follows; one in 
each of spaces 4, 5 and 6 and a faint blue spot in spaces 2 and 3, these blue spots 
may be absent. In the centre third dorsum there is a faint line of blue scales, giving 
the grey colouring a bluish tinge. In some specimens a smaller blue area in space 
1b. Underside, fore-wing white near the base, turning dark beige towards the 
margin, spotting as on forewing upperside but spots brown. An additional spot may 
be present in 1b, more distinct and white ringed, the spot in 6 being slightly darker 
than the rest. Submarginal line bordered by white on either side, the white in each 
space roughly sagittate. A faint white line present along the margin of the wing. 
Margin brown, cilia grey-brown. 
Hind-wing: tailless; upperside, grey-brown with an indistinct longitudinal spot across 
end of cell and a faint black lunulate spot at the margin of space 2. Two rows of faint 
submarginal white lines, in some specimens distinctive in others just visible, broken 
at each vein, giving them a sagittate appearance in each space. White lines 
extending from space 1b to 6, faintly in space 1b and 6. The sub-marginal to post 
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discal area in some specimens whitish. A faint white marginal line, most prominent 
next to the spot in space 2, running from 1b to 6 but becoming faint in 5. Margin 
dark brown, cilia cream distally, brown proximally.  
Underside, beige. Discal area with a row of seven rounded spots all of a slightly 
darker colour than the background, except for spot in space 7 which is black and 
isolated from the rest. Spots ringed with white, the spots in 1b and 2 slightly 
dislodged towards the base. Cell closed by a longitudinal discocellular mark edged 
with white. Subbasal area with a row of three rounded spots ringed with white and 
arranged as follows, space 1a, in the cell, and space 7, the spots in 1a and 7 being 
black and the one in the cell dark brown. An indistinct black, white-ringed basal spot 
may be present in 1a. Two submarginal white lines, broken at each vein, giving 
them a sagittate appearance. A small light blue spot at the margin of space 2 
occasionally containing a few white and black scales. A faint white line running 
along the margin, broken at each vein and ending in space 6, cilia beige-brown 
distally, cream-white proximally. 
Male genitalia: (Fig. 2). Uncus with two lobes laterally fused to tegumen; subunci 
long, curved tapering gradually towards the apex and with a distinct hook at the 
apex. Lower fultura of two small arms fused to base of valves. Valves long and 
slender, narrowing abruptly near the end to form a sickle-shaped hook. Valves and 
uncus with long fine hairs. Aedeagus long and cylindrical, the vesica with many fine 
cornuti. Anellus, sagittate, fused to and sheathing the aedeagus. 
Female: Not recorded. 
 
HABITS  
Adults were found flying rapidly over vegetation in an open vlei. 
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CHRYSORITIS ADONIS AND OTHER WONDROUS BEASTIES, 
 DECEMBER 5-20,1997. 

 
by S. E. Woodhall 

132, 7th Avenue, Edenvale, Gauteng 1610, South Africa. 
 
If I had invested wisely all the money I’ve spent on boot leather, tyres and petrol 
looking for Chrysoritis adonis, I’d be rich enough to buy the mountain on which they 
fly! Half a dozen or more (I’ve lost count) trips to the Gydoberg over the last ten 
years had produced a measly two males, both damaged. Cameron McMaster once 
showed me the original Pennington spot, but anyone who had trod the Gydo will 
know that it is a huge rock strewn wilderness with bewilderingly similar rugged spurs 
running up to the top of the massif. I’ve never been able to find it again. 

Well this, I decided, was the year. Alf Curle and I had managed to get 
Chrysoritis azurius at Sutherland earlier, in September, and one must ride one’s 
luck! Also, we have a new weapon in Jayne’s little red RAV4, our first 4x4. I was 
determined that Hermann Staude was not going to make any of his cracks about 
precious yuppie shopping trollies, we were going to show this vehicle who was 
BOSS and take it up some of the old cart tracks on the Gydo. We succeeded, but 
not without some fun and games. Sitting here writing this on a wet Joburg morning, 
with Bagheera the Burmese trying his best to get in between me and the keyboard, 
it is a fine feeling to cast my mind back to the glorious fynbos of the Cape... 

We started off on the afternoon of Friday December 5th, loading the RAV with 
enough gear for a two week trip filled it to the brim but she drove beautifully. That is, 
until we realised that the garage that had serviced it the day before had adjusted the 
rear brakes too tight and the extra load was making them bind. We had to limp into 
the Kroonvaal One-Stop at 90km/h and wait for Toyota’s rescue service to arrive. 
They had to adjust the brakes in a torrential downpour, which served them right for 
making us wait an hour! 

Nothing daunted, with the RAV able to cruise at a respectable lick we got to our 
overnight stop in Colesberg by 22h00 and collapsed exhausted. The morning 
dawned with high overcast and I thought “oh, no...”, and as we drove south-west we 
could see that the Swartberg was covered in a belt of low cloud. Plans to spend the 
day exploring the Elandsberg were quickly dumped in favour of a visit to Sutherland, 
which is actually not much of a detour to Ceres, where we had booked a B&B for a 
week. As we approached Verlatekloof, the clouds dispersed and we thought way-
hey! 

As we drove up to the golfball on Swaarweerberg, a large belt of cloud started 
to develop, and when we got to the C. azurius and Lepidochrysops jamesi spot, it 
was blowing a gale. To my surprise there was one C. azurius in the riverbed, but 
that was it. Of the hordes of butterflies that were there earlier this year, no sign. The 
same was true at the top. All there was were a few Thestor pringlei, which are the 
very devil to follow as they flutter along in the boundary layer afforded by the 
bossies. Once disturbed they would fly up and be whisked away by the by now, gale 
force westerly wind. We soon gave up and headed for Ceres, hot baths and cold 
beers. The weather stayed grotty all the way, doing nothing for my mood. I told 
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Jayne that she was likely to achieve her wish to visit a few wine farms, which is the 
saving grace of cloudy Cape trips.  

The morning dawned with blue sky and partial cloud. Having breakfasted, we 
set off up the Gydo Pass to have a look at the area that Cameron had showed me 
long ago. We were unable to find the farmer at the base of the mountain, but as 
there was a dirt track leading up the western spur with no gate, we went up this. 
Wow, I thought! This RAV is a real 4x4! And she was, the steep sections were no 
problem in bottom gear and we never touched the middelmannetjie. Diff lock was 
only needed once, and there we were at the base of the cliffs that normally need an 
hour’s slog to reach on foot. Off I went into the bush, promising Jayne I’d be back 
soon after sniffing out the land, and we could walk together while she wore in her 
new boots. 

The weather was cool, with a westerly breeze and fat clouds slowly sailing 
overhead. These were a pain as each one sat over the sun for up to 20 minutes, 
causing irritating waits. The first thing I noticed were the usual Thestor petra 
scattered everywhere, and large numbers of the black Lepidochrysops that is 
purportedly L. dukei were out. I have long had my suspicions of this insect, which is 
depicted in Penningtons as L. dukei but looks nothing like the types, which I have 
seen. I later spoke to Alan Heath about this insect, and I left some specimens with 
him for dissection. I await his findings with anticipation!  

As I worked my way upward, I started to find Lepidochrysops gydoae and 
Chrysoritis uranus, but to my dismay, no C. adonis. There were a few Charaxes 
pelias around, most of which were “land mines”, as Andy Mayer charmingly puts it. 
And then I realised that I had been climbing the wrong spur on all my trips since the 
one with Cameron, because I recognised a wide gully between 10m crags that had 
once produced a C. adonis. Sadly, there were none here today, but I did have a 
primary experience - a mint female Lepidochrysops quickelbergei! She had been 
fluttering around in the bossies at my feet and was so small I took her at first for a 
female Tarucus thespis, which were on the wing as well. Then she settled and I 
almost had a heart attack. This has to be one of the most beautiful of the genus, 
with a delicate tracery of pale silvery-blue over a charcoal background. The ensuing 
frantic unsuccessful search for more specimens absorbed me for a couple of hours, 
until I remembered poor Jayne, sitting back at the car waiting for me.  

I hot-footed it back, noticing that the 4x4 track we had thought we had pursued 
to its end actually ran on for another 500m or so, up to some adonis-ish looking 
gullies. We went up this, which was to be my undoing. The gullies proved adonis-
free, so we decided to call it a day. The extremely rough nature of this section of 
track had, unbeknownst to me, weakened a repair made after an earlier trip to our 
left rear tyre. It let go on us a third of the way down, dropping us with a CLANG!!!! as 
Murphy’s Law ensured, onto a rocky bit of middelmannetjie. I got out with all my 
mechanical sympathies at full stretch and a freezing wall of disapproval from the 
passenger seat. What would I find? Visions of broken suspension struts floated 
uneasily in my mind - but all I found was a flat tyre and a bent anti-roll bar. Then the 
fun started because I couldn’t get the jack to lift the wheel off the deck. Our last 
hope was a can of tyre repair gunk that Jayne had purchased from the AA shop - 
and it worked well enough to get us off the mountain! The memory of that slow, 
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gingerly journey will last me a long time - I don’t think I would win the Camel Trophy! 
At least the Camel Man doesn’t have someone hissing terse “I told you so” ‘s in his 
left ear all the way down the hill.  

At the main road I was able to suss out that for some obscure Japanese 
reason, the correct jacking lug on a RAV4 is not the one shown in the manual! Tyre 
changed, we carefully drove into Ceres, where we spotted a Toyota dealership, 
closed, as it was Sunday. On the Monday morn, in we went to find that the tyre was 
definitely hors de combat, but the bent anti-roll bar was easily fixed. Chastened, I 
took Jayne off for a nice lunch at Paddagang in Tulbagh to apologise for hurting her 
baby. Afterwards we ascended the scenic Dasklip Pass near Porterville, but found 
no butterflies there. We did, however, have a nice circular drive back to Ceres via 
the Cedarberg. There are some humps in the dirt road where you can get a RAV4 
airborne! The thing is just like a four-wheeled motorcrosser. (I found out yesterday 
from someone who is going to do the Paris-Dakar rally and knows about these 
things, that the bent roll bar is a common RAV4 injury, easily fixed in the field with a 
shifting spanner, two boulders and a length of steel pipe! One just has to be very 
careful about putting the wheels into deep holes, or having punctures on badly 
rutted tracks!) 

The next day dawned cloudless, bright and very sunny, so off we went Gydo-
wards again. This time we decided to go up the better track to the radio mast on the 
Waboomsberg to the eastern end of the massif. Nolan Owen-Johnston had assured 
me that he had found lots of C. adonis there one year. A previous trip up this had 
been thwarted by bad weather, so I thought we were onto a sure bet this time. 
Gielie, the owner of the farm Merino on which the track runs, gave us permission to 
go up. We stopped at a ridge halfway up, which looked very promising. It produced 
exactly the same species mix as the western spur of Gydo - and no adonis!!  

The summit is one of the most beautiful lofty Ayres I have been on. You can 
see virtually the entire Cape mountain range from here on a clear day, which this 
was. Far to the east, the Swartberg are just visible, with the massive grey bulk of 
Matroosberg in the near distance, and the Hex River chain leading the eye 
southwards to the mysterious peaks of Waaihoek - one day, one day! Northwards to 
the west from Michell’s pass, the rocky wastes of the Skurweberg sit before the 
Land van Waveren and Groot Winterhoek peak. The westerly mountain chain 
carries on unbroken right up to the distant peaks of the Cedarberg. To the north lies 
the sister to the Gydo massif, the Baviaanskloofberge, and ridge after ridge of softly 
shaded hills leading to the distant Roggeveldberge.  

This spot yielded some nice L. gydoae as well as some of the strange L. 
variabilis that are found on the highest points of the range. It was also infested with 
the diabolical Lampides boeticus, which are small, silvery blue and cannot be 
ignored on Gydo lest they be L. quickelbergei. Seeing them reminded me of 
Woodhall’s second law, which is- 
“Any blue flying uphill faster than one cares to run, is by definition, Lampides 
boeticus.” 
The first law is,  
“The difficulty of capture of a butterfly is in inverse proportion to the square of the  
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number of specimens in one’s collection”, 
and the third law; 

“The probability of bad weather on a trip is directly proportional to the distance 
one has to travel to the spot, and to the square of the number of reports of sought-
after species found there the week before by others”.  

As the next day was another scorcher, I decided that the ridge where the L. 
quickelbergei had been found deserved another visit. Perhaps better weather would 
coax more butterflies out of their lurking places. Another trip up that dirt track would 
only be taken over Jayne’s dead body, so we went up a better track that I have used 
before, leading to a waterfall above which I had got an adonis on Christmas day five 
years ago. The walk to the ridge was long and hot, so it is lucky that there is water 
on the way. This time there were lots of blue Lepidochrysops on the wing - mostly 
gydoae, and a few of a smaller one that looks like normal australis- I have a couple 
of these now, including a female, that do not look like runted gydoae. Interesting, 
eh? But the best thing flying was L. quickelbergei. The males were very difficult to 
follow, much faster flying than the other blues. I did manage to get a couple, though. 
The best tactic is to watch which beat they are using and position oneself so as to 
catch them from behind with a “leg glance”. Any form of head on shot, or even a 
good old pull, they evade with contemptuous ease. The females were found on the 
slopes below the main crags - flying surprisingly weakly with some small specimens 
of Chrysoritis uranus that to my fevered brain, looked a bit like adonis. But they 
weren’t. I followed one female quickelbergei as she slowly fluttered around the base 
of the huge crags, but she was nectaring and ignoring the abundant Selago species 
that grows there.  

Jayne had declined to attempt this marathon climb, so although at 15h30 the 
butterflies were still flying strongly, I set off down. I’m glad I did, because I 
discovered another fact about Gydoberg - the walk down is three times as long as 
the walk up. Two footsore, weary hours later I was back at the RAV, Jayne having 
pottered around walking on the path to the waterfall. 

The next day saw us tootling off to Cape Town to have a break from 
butterflying. I say “a break”, because the first thing we did was to call into Butterfly 
World to say hello to Esther and Jenny and see how they are getting on. It was the 
first time Jayne had been there, and it was most impressive. The plants are fully 
grown now, and the number of species visible much greater. Butterfly World can 
hold its own against many of the overseas exhibits, and Esther and her team are to 
be congratulated on their achievement. They have probably done more to educate 
the public about butterflies than anything else so far. 

By this time we only had one more day in Ceres and I was staring defeat by 
adonis in the face. I rang Alan Heath who kindly gave me directions to try the Kloof 
on the back of the mountain. I had tried this area several times in the past with no 
luck, but as we had tried everywhere else, it was worth a bash. We went up to the 
farm “Die Kloof”, and were given permission by Mr. Herbst to go up the Kloof. We 
tried to get the RAV up to the bottom of this feature but were stopped by big dongas 
and sharp rocks. I went up the western side of the Kloof, near where Jan Coetzee 
had got an adonis five years ago - and there they were! Oh frabjous day, calooh, 
callay! I got one reasonable specimen, and its companion shot off up the hill like all 
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the boggarts in Stephen King’s books were after him. I sighed heavily as I searched 
the rocky gullies - nothing! I scrambled over the steep main gully and searched the 
upper slopes of the massif - plenty of black Lepidochrysops, Thestor petra, and C. 
uranus, but again no adonis, until I decided enough was enough, let’s go for a cold 
bottle of wine or two. I thought I would just examine some shallow gullies below two 
pine trees lower down on the eastern side of the slopes above the gully. As I 
trudged down, a silvery-coppery flash shot up in front of me. Adonis! Here they were 
at last. Sadly, the males were either badly worn, or if they were fresh, had big chips. 
I took a few, and missed, dammit, a nice female. I swore to return one day, as 
tomorrow we had to up sticks and move to the venue for the second half of our trip, 
McGregor. 

After braving the perils of Tiger Valley shopping mall on Christmas heat, we 
drove up the valley to Robertson and beyond to our destination, Van Zyl’s Rust 
cottage between Bonnievale and McGregor. We had taken a whole cottage, 
expecting some other lepidopterists to join us. This, as it turns out, was thwarted by 
adult mumps in one person and lack of flying weather in another. Sorry, guys, if I am 
about to make you go green - it was a pity you couldn’t make it.  

As we unpacked the well-stuffed RAV again, there was a lot of low cloud over 
the Riviersonderendberge and Langeberg. However, in the morning after some 
important comestibles had been obtained, the clouds lifted and a glorious day 
ensued. We started off by going to Boesmanskloof, between McGregor and 
Greyton. Gaining permission from Mr. Oosthuizen, we were originally going to look 
for C. nigricans. We then bumped into some CNC guys who allowed us to drive up 
the superb road to the top of the Galgeberg. This was a most worthwhile decision. 
As well as stupendous views in all directions, there were some Chrysoritis endymion 
as well as a race of Aloeides pallida with very conspicuous, checkered cilia, about 
which I have heard from others who have been to this mountain. Numerous fresh 
specimens of Capys alphaeus alphaeus contested the rocky hilltops with 
Lepidochrysops oreas junae. 

That afternoon, we drove back to the pass at the end of the public road and 
climbed the low hills on its eastern side. At long last I was able to make my 
acquaintance with full-sized specimens of Chrysoritis nigricans nigricans. Most of 
these were sadly worn and I found no females, but it was good to see them. Thestor 
stepheni and Lepidochrysops oreas junae, as well as some L.dukei (proper ones 
this time) and an interesting thing that looks halfway between L.methymna and 
L.robertsoni, on the hilltops. We drove back to the cottage, to cold wine and monster 
G&T’s. 

The next day saw us up at the crack of dawn to drive to the Swartberg Pass. 
We had originally wanted to stay closer to this area but had failed to find 
accommodation, so we had a long drive. It was so long that we resolved to leave the 
eastern peaks alone for next time. As it was, the northwest wind was pumping a 
gale, making it well nigh impossible to lepidopterise. As it was sunny we did get a 
few, including primary experiences in Chrysoritis nigricans zwartbergae, female C. 
plutus, and Thestor penningtoni. I was able to get some decent L. swartbergensis as 
well as some Charaxes pelias. Aeropetes tulbaghia was well out, as was Thestor 
murrayi, but no T. dukei, which I had been hoping for. Even more frustrating was the 
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total lack of Pseudonympha hippia, the only South African Pseudonympha I have 
still to photograph, and desperately needed for the book.  

The next day’s weather forecast was not good, so we hied ourselves to the 
coast at Stilbaai and found numerous Thestor brachycerus and T. swanepoeli. A 
gale force southwester was blowing, causing Jayne much mirth when it removed my 
hat at just the wrong moment. Despite this there were plenty of Chrysoritis thysbe 
and Tarucus thespis on the wing, as well as the odd Pseudonympha detecta. Of the 
normally abundant Lepidochrysops littoralis there was no sign. Eventually the 
weather served up a helping of low black cloud and driving rain, but by this time we 
were ensconced in a restaurant enjoying fish and chips. Life is rough, eh? 

The next two days dawned cool, wet and cloudy. The wineries were on the 
agenda again! Springfield Sauvignon Blanc Limited Release is particularly good! We 
took advantage of some broken cloud further inland on the Wednesday, to look for 
Swanepoel’s original Thestor dukei spot. We found the area 30km from 
Matroosberg but the weather turned nasty whilst I was looking for them. After 
visiting Worcester for lunch on the Thursday, the clouds rapidly started to thin, so 
we tested the RAV’s high speed cornering ability on tar from Montagu up through 
Koo (it handles like a rally car) and back up to Sandvlei. It was 15h00 by the time we 
got there, and I headed for a likely looking patch of dead bossies and a dry rocky 
gulch that was whispering to me “I harbour Thestors”. It did, but there was a stiffish 
southeaster getting going. Following little dun-coloured missiles at a 20cm altitude 
through little dun-coloured bossies over dun-coloured rocks is somewhat testing. In 
two hours I only found six, but it was nice to follow Oom Dawid’s forty-year-old 
directions and find the insect still in residence.  

Typical of the Cape, the next day was glorious, hot, sunny and cloudless. We 
decided to head to Boesmanskloof again to test a theory of mine that each day’s 
hatch of Chrysoritis starts off perfect but is worn by the afternoon, which is when I 
had been visiting their haunts. We were rewarded by one of those unforgettable 
golden days that the Cape can produce when she wants. I found the eastern slopes 
of the koppie above Boesmanskloof to be alive with Chrysoritis nigricans nigricans, 
both sexes. Males were fighting territorial battles over some brilliant crystalline white 
rocks amongst which were flowering some shocking-magenta-pink 
Mesembryanthemums. Pennington got it just right when he described “this brilliant 
jewel flashing in the sun”. I was also able to watch females laying on what I now 
know to be Thesium. Freshly emerged, nigricans has to be one of the most beautiful 
butterflies, outshining even the Morpho peleides at Butterfly World. Occasional 
Lepidochrysops asteris males put in an appearance but proved too agile for me. I 
was constantly aware of the steep cliff below me, and the long distance to a 
hospital! This caution also resulted in my failure to get any of the two or three small 
dark satyrines that I saw, with silvery white hindwing-undersides. I assume they 
were P. hippia, but I never got close enough to have a good look at one.  

Saturday came, our last full day in the Cape. We decided that my theory had 
been correct, as far as nigricans went, so Die Kloof was visited again early in the 
day after an early morning race via Matroosberg to the back of Gydo.  

As I thrutched my way out of the thick riverine fynbos (nothing “fyn” about it) in 
the Kloof itself, I saw a glowing flying saucer orbiting around a shallow gully. 
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Chrysoritis adonis, a perfect, freshly emerged specimen at last. They were nowhere 
near as numerous as nigricans had been, but both sexes were flying this time. 
Females were found feeding on flowering Ericas, not on the foodplant. I sat in a 
gully, looking down at the RAV parked far below, and was thankful for one of the 
most successful Cape safaris I’ve had. BUT there is always something to come 
back for, in this case Pseudonympha hippia! 

A full checklist of all species seen and caught at all localities is available from 
the Society. Thanks are due to those people mentioned in this article, and to the 
Western Cape Provincial Administration for issuing permit no. 3/97. 
 
 
And Hermann.....the RAV4 is a 4x4! 
 
 Perhaps it’s a Conquest on steroids! (Ed.)  
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ON THE STATUS OF COLOTIS DOUBLEDAYI ANGOLANUS TALBOT, 1929 
 

by Torben B. Larsen 
358 Coldharbour Lane, London SW9 8PL, UK 

 
Idmais doubledayi Hopffer, 1862 was described from Congo. It was re-described 
from Congo as Idmais hewitsoni Kirby, 1871. It was again described as Teracolus 
aurigineus angolanus Talbot, 1929 from Lobito Bay near Luanda in Angola. The 
three type localities must have been very close to each other. Only the extreme 
mouth of the Congo, below Matadi, has an ecology that could support the species.  
For more than a hundred years, Colotis doubledayi has been said to fly from Sierra 
Leone to South Africa, including the island of Sao Tome (most recently repeated in 
Ackery et al. 1995 and in the revised version D’Abrera (1997)). This is not so. The 
West African records all seem to date back to mis-labelled material in the 
Staudinger collection, which has been quoted ever since.  

The true range of this interesting butterfly seems to be the coastal savannah 
from the mouth of the Congo, along the Angolan coast, and then more widely inland 
in Namibia and Namaqualand. It is one of the very few that might be called a Namib 
Sahel element, another good example being Caprona casualalla Bethune-Baker 
which has the same range and ecology. 

The revised edition of Pennington (Pringle et al. 1994) uses the combination C. 
doubledayi angolanus, without justifying it, possibly on the basis of D’Abrera (1980), 
who in 1997 correctly synonymises the two names. I have inspected the female 
holotype of angolanus and it falls comfortably within the normal variation of the 
species. There is just one large population between somewhere north of coastal 
Luanda and Namaqualand. There are no subspecies, and it is not found in West 
Africa.  

I should add that I never found the species in Botswana (Gemsbok National 
Park and Tsodilo Hills being the most likely localities), but it also seems that the 
most widely quoted host plant (Maerua schintzii) is absent from Botswana. 
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
 
Steve Collins informs me that a couple of Hypolimnas bolina were recorded in Kenya 
this year. Such appearances leads one to speculate from whence they came. There 
are no known populations on continental Africa. Steve recorded the only other African 
specimen (besides a single record from Djibouti - Larsen, 1991), which was collected 
near Taveta, Kenya in 1983. There are populations of H. bolina on Madagascar and the 
island of Socotra. Larsen asserts that they migrate and that they may be diverted by 
cyclones (Larsen & Pedgley, 1985). Whatever the reason it is strange that more than 
one made an appearance and as apparently fresh specimens. It is possible that a 
female was brought in by a cyclone, on a ship, or by some other means and the 
resulting offspring migrated. A strange parallel is Tirumala petiverana which appeared 
in South Africa a few years ago, after a very long absence, with a couple of widely 
dispersed records. This species is also a recorded migrant and the South African 
records were quite far apart. Such strange records may be the result of high altitude 
winds into which migrating insects may be caught up and deposited far from their 
natural habitat. This may indicate that these insects sometimes migrate at fairly high 
altitude, unseen by man, as do some moths. I would be interested to hear if anyone has 
recorded high altitude migrating butterflies? 
 Pierid migrations this year have been fairly sporadic but at times quite noticeable. 
Paul Kruger from Pietersburg in the Northern Province recorded Catopsilia florefla flying 
in a north-westerly direction in April, which is a very unusual record. Recent migrations 
have not been comparable to the spectacular events of the past. 
 Earlier this year a number of collectors visited Lesotho and found a few 
Lepidochrysops loewensteini and the odd Torynesis pringlei. The high altitude satyrids 
were also present in numbers. 
 Hyalites alalonga was found in numbers at Finsbury in Mpumalanga during April, 
the specimens from this time of year are generally much smaller than the summer 
brood. Charaxes marieps was seen in the forest. A search for early stages of H. 
alalonga proved fruitless. 
 The Gauteng Department of Nature Conservation tendered for research on the 
Heidelberg copper, Chrysoritis aureus. This project has been undertaken by Peter 
Roos and myself. The object is to determine the Red Data status and distribution, and 
to photographically record the life history and habits. Anyone who has any information 
or photographs should please contact Peter Roos or myself. Brief visits to known 
localities during January and February failed to record a specimen. Anyone with recent 
records, or with unusual records, please contact us. 
 A sad note was the passing away of Neville Duke. He knew more about moths and 
their life histories than anyone else. Lepidopterology has suffered a great loss. 
  
 Graham Henning 
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